
Storyfinders Forever! 
 

Whenever I do a school visit, I like to tell the children I meet that I am a person made of 
stories – and I also enjoy letting them in on a secret. That secret is: so are you! Everyone is 
made of the stories they love, and every story you love adds a layer of wonder to the person 
you are. 

Stories create us as much as we create them, and they are 
things to be treasured. 

A question I get asked all the time is: where do you find the ideas for your stories? My 
answer is always the same – everywhere. Stories are all around us all the time, curled up 
around lampposts and nestling beneath leaves and tucked into the faces of everyone you 
meet, just waiting to be found. If you want to be a person who creates stories, all you have to 
do is open your eyes and look for them; once you start looking, you’ll see them everywhere. 

If you want to write stories of your own, or develop your own creative mind (which can be 
used to do all sorts of things, not just write stories or draw pictures), then you could do worse 
than remember this ABC from me: 

Always Be Curious. 
Always be curious – pay attention to everything, soak up the world around you like you’re a 
big sponge, and ask yourself questions all the time (in your head, if you prefer!) After a very 
short time, you’ll find that the answers you’re finding to the questions you’re asking will start 
turning into a story – the very best kind of story.  

And best of all, you’ll have become a fully-fledged member of my Storyfinder Crew – 
Storyfinders Forever! 

As I write (March of 2020), things in the world outside are a bit strange. There’s a virus 
making its way across the world, and most of you reading this will be at home instead of at 
school; your grown-ups might be at home instead of at work. It’s the same for my family and 
me. Getting outside to see things, and trying to keep up your practice as a Storyfinder, might 
be a bit hard just now, but I really do hope you’ll have a chance to go out for walks, perhaps 
with your dog or your grown-ups, and that you’ll be able to stretch your Storyfinding 
muscles. Always remember, of course, that we must maintain Social Isolation for the 
duration of the virus – you must stay further than 6.5 feet, or 2 metres, from other people.   

Even if you can’t get outside, though, you can still try to be a Storyfinder. If you’re stuck at 
home, ask your grown-ups to help you with finding things inside your house that you might 
never have seen before, perhaps kitchen implements that do mysterious things, or objects that 
don’t belong to you, like the contents of someone else’s pocket (it’s important to say here: 
this should always be done under the supervision, and with the guidance, of your 
grown-ups – being a Storyfinder doesn’t mean you’re allowed to put yourself in danger 



by looking at things you’re not allowed to touch, or looking through things that aren’t 
yours!), or perhaps ask to be shown books that you don’t normally look at, ones with pictures 
or photographs in. These are things you can use to put the pieces of a story together. Can you 
think of any other home-based Storyfinder tricks? 

 

 

 

 

Story Seeds 
The photographs which follow were all taken by me during a recent walk. I wanted to put 

them up here as Story Seeds, or starting points for stories, to share with you – each of these 
things made my imagination start to spin off into lots of different story worlds! 

If you’d like to, you could use one photo a day for the next twelve days, and write a story 
every day. 

You could also take two or three or more of them together, and make a story that includes 
all the images you’ve chosen. 

Or, if you’re really ambitious, you could use all of them to tell a story – as though the 
pictures were a comic strip!  

If you want to share your work, you could ask your grown-ups to put it on social media, and 
hashtag it #StoryfindersForever so that I can see it. 

Are you ready? Storyfinders Forever! Let’s see what stories we can 
find… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Story Seed 1: 

 

What’s in this picture? Who lives here? 

Story Seed 2: 

 

Is it a tumble-down castle? A giant’s fortress? 

 

 

 



Story Seed 3: 

 

Tell the snail’s tale. Is it a cursed princess? 

 

Story Seed 4: 

 

Why is the barbed wire there? Is it keeping something out – or in? 



 

Story Seed 5: 

 

Which way will you go? Where does each path lead to? Who might 
be behind you? 

Story Seed 6: 

 

Who is watching – and why? What sort of place is this? 

 



Story Seed 7: 

 

When will the light come on? What will make it light up? What is it 
for? 

 

Story Seed 8: 

 

Tell me about the place behind this stile. Why is there a gate here? 
Where does the path lead? 



Story Seed 9: 

 

What was this building, once? Why is it in ruins? 

Story Seed 10: 

 

Where is the viewer? What’s over the hill? Is something coming? 



 

Story Seed 11: 

 

What is this structure? Why is the viewer where they are? What’s 
going on around/on top of it? 

 

Story Seed 12: 

 

 

Who lives behind this door? Why is there a ‘Welcome’ sign on it? 


