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PACKING YOUR SATCHEL 

What Would You Bring on an Adventure of a Lifetime? 

 

 

Image: A closeup of my own battered satchel, which was the basis for Emmeline’s in 

The Eye of the North 

 

What is a satchel? 

As a child, I had a satchel to carry my schoolbooks, pencils and equipment around in. It was a 

leather bag with two metal locks, two shoulder straps and a long strap that could be worn 

across the body. It was made of black leather, and I loved it. When I came to write The Eye of 

the North, I gave Emmeline Widget, my main character, a bag exactly like the one I’d owned 

myself as a child. There’s a picture of my old satchel at the top of the page. 

Emmeline’s satchel 

In The Eye of the North, Emmeline’s satchel is filled with the things she feels she needs to 

keep herself safe. She keeps thick gardening gloves (for handling dangerous substances, of 

course, not trimming her rosebushes) in one of the pockets; she stores her chemicals and 

secret weapons in the bottom. She carries at least one hardback book in it at all times. It’s 

rumoured she also has a catapult. 

During the course of the story, Emmeline and her satchel are separated. Instead of giving up 

hope, Emmeline begins to gather more objects to herself, objects she stores in the deep 

pockets of her stolen coat. These objects include: a length of rope, a piece of fishing wire, a 

heavy silver spoon, a battered tin cup, a piece of greased paper and a handful of fur which 

sparkles like a trapped star. She makes use of most of these objects to help her when she gets 
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into trouble, sometimes in very inventive ways, but even having them and knowing they’re 

there brings her comfort when things get tough. 

What Would You Bring? 

If you were thrown into a life-threatening situation in a strange, unfamiliar place, what would 

you bring with you? What would you want to have with you to keep you safe, or to make you 

feel as though you were capable of getting out of the situation unscathed? 

Why do you think Emmeline fills her satchel with things like books, gloves, chemicals 

and weapons? 

Why do you think she has the urge to gather more things to herself as she goes through 

the story? 

Why do you think she chooses the things she does to fill the pockets of her stolen coat? 

Why do you think it was significant when her satchel was taken away? How do you 

think it might have made her feel? 

Think of five things you feel you can’t be without. They don’t need to be big, expensive 

or complicated things! How would you feel if you had to leave home suddenly and you 

couldn’t bring them with you? 

What would you do, and how would you feel, if you were in a strange and frightening 

situation and something you needed was taken away from you? How would you work to 

get it back – or would you be like Emmeline, and try to find new things to keep you 

safe? 

Think about whether it’s Emmeline’s things, or Emmeline herself, who actually 

succeeds in keeping her safe.  

 

 

 


